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lunch room and were there at 12:15, when Carolyn Arnold 
claimed Oswald was there, but neither saw him. 25 Billy Lovelady 
went to both lunch rooms after 12:00 and did not see him either. 28 

There was actually one Book Depository employee on the sixth 
floor near noon, but since he did not see anyone, arguments have 
been made that Oswald was not there. Nineteen-year-old Bonnie 
Ray Williams returned to the sixth floor to eat his lunch and see 
whether any other workers had gathered to watch the motorcade. 

He ate some fried chicken and had a bottle of soda, which he said 
took “5, 10, maybe 12 minutes.” 27 Williams said that while there, 
he sat m front of the fourth window, some forty feet from the 
sniper’s nest. The books in the southeast comer, however, were 
stacked so high” that he “could not possibly see anything . . .’ ,2S 
The day after the assassination he told the FBI he left by 12:05 
and went to the fifth floor, where he found two friends, Junior 
Jarman and Hiirold Norman.* They remained there to watch the 
motorcade. 

While reliable testimony from the Depository places Oswald, 
alone, on the sixth floor by noon, witnesses in Dealey Plaza also 
confirmed there was a man in the sniper’s-nest window. There is 
some confusion, however, because some witnesses say they saw 
one, and sometimes two, men before the shooting who did not 
look like Oswald. Avrw- £,-TUv ' 

Toney Henderson saw two men on the upper floors of the De- 
pository. Summers points out that one of them had dark hair and 
complexion and might have been Mexican. 30 Summers does not 
inform the reader that in her FBI statement, Henderson said the 
men could have been “Mexican, but [also] could have been 
Negro,” and she was not certain of what floor they were on. 31 On 
the fifth floor, directly below Oswald’s sniper’s nest, were three 
young black men— Bonnie Ray Williams, Junior Jarman, and 
Harold Norman— looking out the windows. Her FBI statement 
indicates that Henderson saw two of those three young men on a 
high floor . She was not describing the sixth floor. 

The critics assert Williams did not leave the sixth floor until 12:20. That 
18 k® C3l7Se before the Warren Commission, he said it was approximately 
12:20 when he left, but when reminded of his original estimate of 12:05, he 
acknowledged he did not remember the time (WC Vol. Ill, p. 173 ). 



There are other 
men, either in tht 
men also had a rif 
traffic jam at Deal 
two men in a gree 
rear of the truck 
She later identifie 
wald was the mar 
gation revealed tl 
local construction 
take tools from th 
constant surveilla 
left when another 
In 1978, a Dalli 
ness to claim thei 
Plaza. John Powe 
Dallas County Ja: 
east of the Depo 
Summers, the cel 
tions of the fame 
“quite a few” prisi 
dow “fooling wit! 
charged that “dm 
spond to a specifii 
had a perfect vie 1 

But a Decembi 
just such an inqu 
witnesses to the 
County Jail [wen 
cells that overlo 
ward. While it pr 
tigation showed 

'The Mercer stoi 
two weeks after th< 
from beginning his 
statement. Recent 
lenged, include Gas 
(1992). 



_L 




“I’ll Never Forget It for as Long as I Live” <= 229 



i Carolyn Arnold 
n. 26 Billy Lovelady 
)t see him either, 
doyee on the sixth 
e, arguments have 
m-year-old Bonnie 
, his lunch and see 
tch the motorcade, 
loda, which he said 
d that while there, 
orty feet from the 
ner, however, were 

29 

see anything . . .” 
BI he left by 12:05 
;wo friends, Junior 
l there to watch the 



ory places Oswald, 
i Dealey Plaza also 
8t window. There is 



Lesses say they saw 
,oo ting who did not -- . 
vv\ 0^ tAjv-in 



aer floors of the De- 
n had dark hair and 
1 Summers does not 
Henderson said the 
i] could have been 
r they were on. On 
;r’s nest, were three 
Junior Jarman, and 
Her FBI statement 
hree young men on a 



floor. 



;h floor until 12:20. That 
id. it was approximately 
aal estimate of 12:05, he 
fol. III, p. 173). 






There are other witnesses who claim they not only saw two 
men, either in the Depository or in Dealey Plaza, but that the 
men also had a rifle. Julia Ann Mercer said she was caught in a 
traffic jam at Dealey on the morning of the motorcade and noticed 
two men in a green Ford pickup. One took a gun case from the - | j 

rear of the truck ana then disappeared into the grassy knoll. 

She later identified the truck’s driver as Jack Ruby, and said Os- 
wald was the man with the rifle. 33 However, subsequent investi- 
gation revealed that the truck, which had stalled, belonged to a 
local construction company; it had three men inside, and they did 
take tools from the rear of the truck to fix it. 34 They were under \ 

constant surveillance by three Dallas policemen, and all of them ; 

left when another truck arrived to push the stalled vehicle away. * \ 

In 1978, a Dallas newspaperman encountered the second wit- 
ness to claim there were two men connected to a rifle in Dealey 
Plaza. John Powell said he was a prisoner on the sixth floor of the 
Dallas County Jail, one of the buildings on Houston Street south- 
east of the Depository, on November 22, 1963. 3 According to 
Summers, the cell provided “an ideal vantage point for observa- 
tions of the famous Depository window.” 36 Powell insisted that 
“quite a few” prisoners watched two men in the sniper’s-nest win- 
dow “fooling with the scope” on a high-powered rifle. Summers 
charged that “during the Warren inquiry, an official failed to re- 
spond to a specific reminder that observers in the County J ail had 
had a perfect view and should be questioned.’ 

But a December 15, 1964, FBI memo reported the results of 
just such an inquiry. There had been accusations that “seventeen 
witnesses to the assassination in [the] hospital ward of Dallas 
County J ail [were] never interviewed.” 38 There were several large . 

cells that overlooked Dealey Plaza. One was the jail’s mental 
ward. While it provided a view of the motorcade, the FBI’s inves- j’ 

tigation showed the Book Depository “was not visible from this 

•The Mercer story was fully discredited by December 9, 1963, just over 
two weeks after the assassination. However, that did not stop Mark Lane ^ 

from beginning his book Rush to Judgment with an excerpt from Mercer’s 
statement. Recent authors who have also cited the Mercer story, unchal- 
lenged, include Garrison (1988), Marrs (1989), and Dr. Charles Crenshaw 
(1992). I: 
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almost the precise moment Tilson says he spotted the fleeing 
man, reveals no car , black or otherwise, in the location Tilson 
pinpointed. 177 Dallas police radio logs for the day do not show any 
alert for such a car as Tilson described, nor is there any record 
that he gave a license number or made any such call to the homi- 
cide detectives. Finally, Tilson himself acknowledges that his 
daughter, his only -'vitness, no longer confirms his story. He 
claims to have lost the paper on which his daughter, who was 
eighteen years old at the time, had supposedly written the car s 
license, and she “doesn’t recall” writing down the number. 



Some early eyewitness evidence used to support a conspiracy 
has been quietly abandoned by the critics and is now discredited. 

. ■ xl . m n _ 
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ft On the day of the assassination, a man near the presidential mo- 
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torcade opened and closed a black umbrella as the shots rang out. 
Some, such as Robert Cutler, the publisher of the Grassy Knoll 
Gazette, said the umbrella contained a poisoned flechette (a small 
dart) that shot into the President’s throat and neutralized him so 
a team of five assassins could finish the job. 18 Jim Marrs and 
Oliver Stone believe the “umbrella man” gave a signal to the 
team of assassins waiting in ambush. However, the House Select 
Committee located the umbrella man in 1978, after publishing a 
drawing made from photographs taken that day and asking ior 
public assistance in finding him. Louie Witt did not even know he 
was the subject of such controversy, still had the same umbrella, 
and explained he had gone to Dealey to heckle the President with 




Photographs taken at Dealey Plaza also showed a man stand- 
ing next to Witt, and soon there were those who said he appeared 
to be Cuban and that he seemed to occasionally speak into a 
walkie-talkie. Witt himself said the man was black, and he never 
had anything that could be remotely confused with a walkie- 
talkie. Across the street from Witt was a stocky woman in a long 
coat and with a scarf tied around her head. Dubbed by conspiracy 
b uffs as the “babushka lady,” she can be seen in other photos tak- 
ing her own home movie of the motorcade. But she was never 
identified after the assassination. In 1970, a Texan, Beverly Oli- 
ver, stepped forward and said she was the babushka lady and 
that her film had been confiscated on the day of the assassination 
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